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ONE WE BUILT LAST 

FALL ! 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 

TO ALL THESE 

AGENCIES  WHO 

HELPED MAKE THIS 

COURSE A SUCCESS 



These are YOUR 

reference materials 

… Make It Yours !! 

Keep.. Toss ..  Add. 



Continuing   

Forestry     

Education      

Credits 
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17 / 4 ½ 
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Credits 

17 





“Fire is neither Good or Bad 

… Its usefulness is determined 

by the eye of the beholder 

AND the hand of its user.” 



“PUBLIC SENTIMENT IS EVERYTHING 

WITH PUBLIC SENTIMENT, NOTHING 

CAN FAIL 

WITHOUT IT, NOTHING CAN SUCCEED” 

Abe Lincoln 



“We may have all come on different ships, 

but we're in the same boat now.”  

        MLK 

 

In this quote, Dr. Martin Luther King is paraphrasing 

President Calvin Coolidge, who in an address, 

entitled "Toleration and Liberalism," to the 

American Legion Convention at Omaha on Oct. 6, 

1925, said: "No matter by what various 

crafts we came here, we are all now 

in the same boat."  

 





www.smokeybear.com 

Prescribed fire is a 

mitigation tool NOT 

a prevention tool! 





 



• Breaking News from the Press-Register               
400-acre wildfire in Calcedeaver causes home evacuations 

Published: Saturday, January 15, 2011, 11:06 PM   

 A controlled burn in northwest Mobile County 

turned into a wildfire covering about 400 acres that 

volunteer fire fighters battled for much of the day.  

Officials ordered that 25 homes just north of Coy 

Smith Highway be evacuated during the fire, which 

started just before noon and lasted until almost 7 

p.m., said Andrew Byrd with the Calcedeaver 

Volunteer Fire Department, who served as incident 

commander. 

http://blog.al.com/live/
http://blog.al.com/live/
http://blog.al.com/live/


• Control burn escalates to forest fire 
SAUCIER, MS – A Saucier individual's attempt to burn 

brush on his property has escalated to a forest fire, 

according to the Harrison County Sheriff's 

Department. 

Officers told WLOX that the Saucier Fire Service and 

the Forestry Commission are on scene.  WLOX is told 

the man attempted to do a controlled burn of brush, 

when it got out of control.   



7.7% 



Primary Reasons for Rx Burning 

• Fire hazard reduction…..64.1 % ……51% / 2% 

• Silviculture…………….17.9 %..........19% / 35% 

• Wildlife habitat…………9.8 %......... 28% / 45% 

• Others…………………  8.2 %............ 2% / 18% 

 

 

Nation Wide             Virginia / non fed 



Rx Fire Issues in the Southeast 

• Safety 

• Rx Fire Training 

• Growing Season Burning 

• Wilderness Fire 

• Diverse Eco-Region Burning 

• Wildland/Urban Interface 



Estimate of Rx Fire by Eco-Region, R-8 

• 96 % Coastal Plain 

• 3 % Ozark Highlands 

• 1% Appalachians and Piedmont 

 

 

 



Review CD & Book 

E:/2011 RX Burn/RX Burn Course 2011 FXT/Fred/Intro/Ranger Gort.mpg






“Thank You for Leading the Way!” 



http://www.goodfires.org/ 
 

http://www.visitmyforest.org/ 

 



Image 



• It is difficult to separate the image of the 

burner and the perception of prescribed 

burning as a management tool. 



• It should be established that image has 

everything to do with how we are 

perceived, and may indeed have little to do 

with what we actually are.  Hence, this 

course will attempt to define methods for 

molding our image in such a fashion that it 

most closely resembles reality. 



•  What is Reality?  Prescribed burners are 

land managers.  We burn for reasons 

ranging from wildfire prevention to timber 

management and species diversity.  We 

work to maintain and restore.  We are 

perpetuating a resource management 

technique that predates written history. 



•  What is perception?  In some circles we 

are destroyers.  We are violators of the great 

“Smokey the Bear Litany” of decades.  We 

threaten adjacent land, imperil helpless 

animals of the woods and destroy 

America’s forests.  Our fires pollute the 

atmosphere, endanger motorists on smoke-

choked highways and deposit ashes in 

swimming pools. 



•  Obviously, the difference between 

actuality and perception can be a broad gulf.  

A great deal of the responsibility for 

improving our image rests with the various 

agencies involved in burning.  Policy, 

funding, career training and agency public 

relations are obviously the responsibility of 

those agencies.  



• Once there is a committed effort of public 

awareness and education, it will be the 

responsibility of ALL who are involved in 

the use of prescribed burning to carry the 

message and mold the image.  The attitude, 

professionalism and preparedness of those 

who conduct prescribed burning will make 

or break our efforts.  




